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 Appendix Table 6-45 USPTO patents granted in measurement, by region/country/economy: Selected years, 1998–2014

 

Region/country/economy 1998 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

                

World 6,622 6,939 8,041 8,676 8,509 7,658 9,129 9,023 9,400 9,497 11,097 10,790 11,156 12,150 12,228

North America 3,929 4,114 4,555 4,966 4,847 4,374 5,162 4,929 5,029 4,932 5,561 5,494 5,552 5,819 5,767

Bermuda 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

Canada 139 132 146 172 182 144 164 169 165 184 209 220 233 268 267

Mexico 0 0 3 8 8 7 8 5 2 3 3 3 2 3 8

United States 3,790 3,982 4,407 4,786 4,656 4,222 4,990 4,756 4,862 4,745 5,348 5,271 5,317 5,548 5,492

Central and South
America

8 5 4 10 7 5 11 11 8 9 14 12 19 19 20

Argentina 1 1 1 3 2 0 2 3 2 2 4 5 3 2 6

Brazil 3 2 2 4 1 2 4 5 5 3 6 5 9 10 11

All others 4 2 2 4 4 3 5 3 1 3 4 2 7 7 3

Europe 1,206 1,304 1,606 1,708 1,617 1,476 1,721 1,750 1,832 1,823 2,341 2,251 2,438 2,828 2,907

EU 1,075 1,179 1,440 1,531 1,442 1,318 1,544 1,558 1,596 1,590 2,051 2,032 2,156 2,498 2,580

Austria 15 17 28 27 28 25 33 31 30 34 48 51 50 68 67

Belgium 12 14 20 17 16 16 18 24 25 17 25 30 35 32 51

Denmark 12 13 13 17 21 20 26 23 14 18 24 35 26 31 35

Finland 27 39 44 51 49 34 42 49 48 53 63 47 63 50 59

France 186 175 163 186 154 162 178 197 230 207 286 278 326 407 402

Germany 491 552 709 792 725 671 759 772 772 747 954 907 933 1,058 1,088

Hungary 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 2 1 1 3 2 7 6

Ireland 2 8 6 13 11 3 11 12 10 11 18 9 14 22 22

Italy 43 42 58 59 63 45 58 60 64 56 91 95 100 131 129
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Region/country/economy 1998 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Netherlands 50 51 61 66 61 48 63 74 102 100 102 122 127 145 158

Spain 3 7 9 4 4 10 9 6 14 15 13 24 23 23 29

Sweden 51 70 86 68 56 59 80 71 57 62 87 85 81 105 122

United Kingdom 174 183 227 217 241 213 246 224 210 250 318 320 347 379 378

All others 8 8 15 13 11 9 18 13 16 18 22 25 30 41 34

Other Europe 129 123 163 175 174 157 173 191 232 231 289 216 276 327 323

Former Soviet
Union

0 1 2 3 2 2 3 5 5 2 2 3 9 9 7

Norway 11 16 22 30 27 31 32 34 53 43 62 57 58 68 66

Russia 17 10 19 23 14 9 15 19 14 18 23 16 21 32 30

Switzerland 101 96 119 120 131 115 122 134 159 168 202 140 188 218 220

All others 3 3 3 2 1 1 5 2 5 2 1 3 7 3 4

Asia 1,389 1,410 1,755 1,873 1,908 1,690 2,094 2,168 2,362 2,551 2,965 2,812 2,917 3,216 3,292

China 2 8 16 17 31 29 45 59 90 140 176 161 194 231 274

India 2 2 8 11 15 14 14 30 34 30 38 33 54 78 98

Japan 1,225 1,192 1,477 1,576 1,569 1,321 1,678 1,653 1,747 1,837 2,123 2,003 1,984 2,175 2,157

Malaysia 0 4 3 7 6 7 19 20 27 18 17 12 11 9 9

Singapore 7 14 21 25 18 20 12 21 25 21 17 18 25 22 30

South Korea 85 75 89 86 109 126 143 190 221 240 286 300 309 331 352

Taiwan 66 114 133 147 157 171 181 192 216 264 303 284 335 363 362

All others 2 0 7 5 3 1 1 3 2 1 6 1 5 6 9

Middle East 46 66 81 71 72 71 84 88 100 106 132 130 142 157 146

Israel 46 65 76 66 71 63 80 81 92 100 116 111 116 128 101

All others 0 1 6 6 1 8 4 7 8 6 16 19 26 28 45

Africa 4 5 3 1 5 3 5 8 4 4 3 2 5 11 11

South Africa 4 5 3 1 3 1 5 5 2 3 2 1 3 5 5
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Region/country/economy 1998 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

All others 0 1 0 0 2 2 0 3 2 2 1 1 2 5 6

Australia/Oceania 38 31 35 45 55 40 52 69 64 72 80 89 82 100 84

Australia 32 23 29 39 47 32 49 60 52 61 70 76 68 80 67

New Zealand 5 9 6 6 7 8 4 8 11 11 10 12 14 19 16

All others 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

Unclassified 1 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2

EU = European Union; USPTO = U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

NOTES:  Patents are fractionally allocated among regions/countries/economies based on the proportion of residences of all named inventors. The EU includes 28
member countries. China includes Hong Kong. Patents are classified under the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) classification of patents,
which classifies International Patent Classification (IPC) codes under 30 technical fields. IPC reformed codes, which take into account changes that were
made to the WIPO classification in 2006 under the eighth version of the classification, were used to prepare these data. Fractional counts of patents were
assigned to each IPC code on patents to assign the proper weight of a patent to the corresponding IPC codes and their associated technical fields under
the classification.

SOURCES:  Science-Metrix, LexisNexis, and SRI International.
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